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fearing Anglican Cavalier could have allowed his well-loved
daughter to become involved in a society in which so many
pitfalls abounded. In fact he was delighted, and so was his
wife, and every one whom they knew and respected hastened
to congratulate the family upon an auspicious and most
hopeful preferment. Who should say what honours might
not flow from such propinquity to the King's brother and
heir to the throne ? The sanction of Divine Right descended
not only on all around the sovereign, but upon all within the
sacred circle of the blood royal. Power, fame, wealth, social
distinction, awaited those who gained the royal favour. The
association was honourable and innocent, and should any
mishap occur, Church and State stood attentive to conceal
or vindicate the damage. Thus it was thought a splendid
advantage for a young girl to be established at Court and take
her fortune there as it came.
Arabella after some delays prospered in the Duke of York's
household. Anthony Hamilton, who is famous for the
authorship of Grammont's memoirs, has penned some mis-
chievous pages from which historians diligently fail to avert
their eyes.1 There is a talc of a riding-party to a greyhound-
coursing near York, and of Arabella's horse running away in
a headlong gallop; of a fall and a prostrate figure on the
sward ; of the Royal Duke to the rescue, and of a love born
of this incident. Hamilton declares that, while Arabella's face
presented no more than the ordinary feminine charms, her
figure was exceedingly beautiful, and that James was inflamed
by the spectacle of beauty in distress and also in disarray.
It is, however, certain that some time before 1668 Arabella
became the mistress of the Duke of York, and that in the next
seven or eight years she bore him four children, of whom the
second was James Fitz-James, afterwards Duke of Berwick,
Marshal of France and victor of Almanza. There is no dis-
puting these facts, and historians may rest upon them with
confidence.
1 This story is to be found in C. H. Hartmann's edition of the MemoirJ; translated
by Peter Qucnncll (1930), pp. 285-286. Lord Wolsclcy says the incident took place
near York.
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